
July 6, 2004

Michael K. Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 It" Street, sw
Washington, DC 20554

RE; MB Docket No. 04·207

Dear Chairman Po~U:

Allanza DominiL;aUJ£ is the largC3t Dominican-led organization io the cou.tU:ty. As
Alianza works to fulfill its mission to serve: Dominicans and shape pubic policy iII areas
th1t af'fret: O'llr r.ommunity. we come in contact with literally tens of thousands of
Dominic8J18 throughout the nation.

Today, I am writing you to present o'UJ' concerns on an issUe 'tMt affects Ola wlJl.l.U\Wily ­

divmity in television programming. It is ow- fear that the impleme:matioo. of an a La
curtI: ~lrle system .-ouJd reduce or elinUn3.te programmiDg aimed at minority gt"Ol1"[lll,

particularlY the DQIDinican community.

Although the Dominican oommunity in America is a rather diverse one, a significant
percentage of Dominican households contain first-generation and Spanisb-domina»t
individuala. For these DOlQimC8nS1 tile vnde variety of Spanish-language auu HisVanic­
oriented programming available on twle provides a. critical and cmnfnrting link to
LnMJiLivoal Domioican wlhlrt: Q3 wen as :In important Qvenue for w:l.d.er5tent"line th~

country in which we live.

Though important 10 our coromw.l1ty. many of these ehanncls do not attract a lar;1:
audience, Under the proposed a la carte system these channels would have trouble
attracting enough SUbBCriberS and enougIJ tluYCj Lisjl1g .revenue to $UX'Vivc.
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Furtbotmore, without a g\ul!3nteed subscriber base (as provided in the CUtteot bundling
systc:m). it will become more difficult for llCW channels with • Dominican focus to launch
even as the community continues to grow.

In the interests of protecting the interests of minorities and maintaining divet1iity on
cable, I implore you to reject lht:: 'llla carte" ~ystcm.


